Pink Mold on Shower Curtains

Quick Cleaning, Safety & Prevention Guide

Best first move: identify the curtain material, follow its care label, use one compatible product at a time, rinse
away residue when directed, and dry the curtain fully.

1. Pick the method by curtain material

Machine-washable fabric / Laundry detergent; cycle and water temperature from the care Hot water, chlorine bleach, peroxide, vinegar, or a
polyester label. Dry as directed. dryer are safe unless the label permits them.
Plastic, vinyl / PVC, PEVA, Warm water plus mild dishwashing liquid; soft cloth or Strong bleach, aggressive scrubbing, mixed

EVA non-scratch sponge; rinse and hang fully open. cleaners, or high heat are material-safe.
Unknown material / no care Use the least aggressive method first. Verify manufacturer A stronger chemical is safer than replacement
guidance compatibility before using anything stronger. when compatibility is unknown.

2. Cleaner chemistry in plain English

White vinegar (about 5% acetic Can help some mineral/soap residue. Not a universal disinfectant.

About pH 2.4; acidic

acid) Keep away from bleach and acid-sensitive materials.
. . . pH 8.3 in a fresh 0.1 M solution; mildly Useful mainly for gentle abrasion on durable hard surfaces. Not a
Baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) h . . A . .
alkaline and abrasive default cleaner for flexible, printed, polished, or coated materials.
Strongly alkaline oxidizer; ATSDR Disinfect only when the product and surface labels allow it. Can
Household chlorine bleach examples of roughly 5-6% hypochlorite fade dyes, damage finishes, and corrode metals. Never mix with
solutions are about pH 10.7-11.4 vinegar, acids, ammonia, or other cleaners.

Why the old vinegar + baking soda shortcut is not better

Vinegar and baking soda fizz because acetic acid reacts with sodium bicarbonate, producing sodium acetate, carbon dioxide,
and water. The reaction consumes much of the acid and base. The fizz does not make the mixture a stronger disinfectant.

3. Never mix bleach and vinegar

Bleach + acid can release chlorine gas. Acidifying a hypochlorite bleach solution can shift the chemistry
toward chlorine gas release. Do not add vinegar to bleach, and do not add another cleaner to a bleach
solution.

If you already mixed them: stop using the products, leave the area for fresh air, ventilate only if you can do so without staying in
the fumes, do not add another chemical, and do not store the mixture. In the U.S., Poison Help is 1-800-222-1222. Severe
breathing difficulty is an emergency.



4. Stop the pink film from returning

« After every shower: keep the liner inside the tub, pull it fully closed, separate wet folds, and run the bathroom exhaust fan.
* Once a week: inspect and wipe the lower hem, tub edge, hooks, magnets, and wall area that touch the liner.
e Fix drying problems: shorten or replace a liner that pools on the tub floor, repair leaks, and improve ventilation.

¢ Clean contact points together: a clean liner can pick up residue again from a pink tub edge, curtain ring, or lower decorative
curtain.

5. Replace instead of escalating chemicals when...
m Pink, orange, or dark staining remains after a proper material-safe cleaning.

m The liner becomes slimy again quickly even after drying conditions improve.

Plastic is cracked, brittle, rough, torn, or permanently cloudy.

A musty odor remains after washing and full drying.
m Metal grommets or magnets are corroded, or a coating is peeling.

m The material or care label does not give enough information to use a stronger cleaner safely.

6. Important limits

Pink or orange bathroom film is often associated with Serratia marcescens, but color alone cannot identify a microorganism.
Dark, fuzzy growth on drywall, wood, caulk, or other porous building materials is a different moisture problem and may need
mold-specific guidance.

This guide is not manufacturer-specific. Curtain care labels and product labels take priority. EPA-registered disinfectants have
tested label directions for approved surfaces and contact times; DIY household mixtures do not.
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